The policy of the United States is to protect its agricultural capability against damage resulting from the introduction of foreign plant and animal pests without unnecessarily restricting the international movement of people or commodities. One ences and the methods we use can be applied to other plant diseases and to development of biological impact assessments in other disciplines. In this paper, we review the soybean rust research conducted during the past decade, describe approaches and methodology applied in the risk analysis, and discuss the implications for biological impact assessment in general.
The Project
Study of soybean rust at FDWSRU began in the early 19709. In 1976, the first report of soybean rust in Puerto Rico accentuated the threat of this pathogen to U.S. soybean production, and out risk analysis at FDWSRU started that year. The project can be considered in two phases of information flow (Fig.  I) . The first phase involved assessment of the source of the threat, the epidemiology, and the crop Iosses based on data from research in the containment faciiity and in field locations in Asia. The second phase involved analysis and integration of the information obtained and quantification, through modeling, of potential effects of the disease on soybean yield and economic returns in the United States. 
